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First, a short visual history of the 
Index to Chiropractic Literature …



Print ICL, early 1980s



ICL on Disk, 1990s: The search screen

Combine authors, 
keywords and title words



1998 record
(remember this one)

Search results



Web
ICL, 
2001



Web
ICL,
2005

Search result



Web 
ICL,
2006



Remember the 1998 disk record?

A 2006 record



Major Components of the 
2005-2006 Upgrade

(Anne Holmes & Associates)
• Conversion of the database from Microsoft® Access 

to MySQL (Open Access)

• Conversion from ColdFusion programming to PHP

• Complete re-design of the Web site, with the addition 
of new pages

• Commitment to up-to-date indexing

• Enhanced records (URLs, searchable abstracts)
CLIBCON gratefully acknowledges the financial support of ACC



What motivates people* to search for
and read the chiropractic literature?

*particularly field practitioners and others
without access to subscription databases



Some motivations for learning:
• Identification of a knowledge gap, leading to

anxiety re competence levels
• Patient problems/need for best evidence
• Completion of assignments
• “Proof” that chiropractic works
• Peer influence/fear of falling behind
• Professional/legal/insurance issues
• Institutional requirements (i.e. further degrees)
• Need/desire to publish (e.g. case reports)
• Love of learning (lifelong learners)
• Other?



I am a rehab fellow and trying to clean up my paper 
for submission.  I need some direction as to how I can do 
a little more research.  Could you please reply with some 
directions especially where to find good search engines, 
a brief how to explanation on using such engines, and free 
journal article sites. The paper is on cervicocephalic
kinesthesia and head repositioning accuracy. I am not too sure
about specific topics as of yet that I will need references for
but I can get those to you soon.      Thanks – Marc

Case Study: A typical request 
from a chiropractor to a librarian

(March 1, 2006)



Where should we send Marc
for the literature he needs?

• PubMed: excellent free database, but indexes 
few chiropractic journals

• Google Scholar: contains much chiropractic 
content, but is random & unreliable; search 
capabilities are rudimentary

• Journal Web sites: excellent sources, but must 
be searched separately

• General search engines: too much junk

Enter the Index to Chiropractic Literature …



• Peer-reviewed chiropractic 
journals in one location

• Controlled vocabulary
• Ability to search by 

titles/authors/subjects/
notes 

• Ability to build search 
histories

• Ability to download or 
e-mail results

• Web links in individual 
records (some full text)

• Complete journal 
information for ICL journals

• Directory of Peer-Reviewed 
Journals in Chiropractic

• Further links to high quality 
resources in 
health/medicine/chiropractic

No login, registration or payment required!



ICL Database: Major Features



A simple 
search
on all 
fields

Phrase searching Field searching

Limit to RCTs (or other PTs)
More limits



A Full
ICL
Record

New! 
Searchable abstracts

Reproduced 
with permission

PubMed link

Peer review status



Create a 
Search 
History

Truncate 
text words

Choose subject terms or 
phrases in all fields

Select Peer review

Combine terms

Author and 
Subject Indexes

More 
limiters



ICL’s Download and E-mail Features

Select desired records

Choose format



ICL Web Pages: Major Features



Link to high quality Web resources

Google ICL Web pages

Current documents
& Web sites



Journal Information (1)

Click for complete record



Journal Information (2)

Also non peer-reviewed

More journal 
resources



Check here
frequently 
to learn 
about new
database
or Web site
features

Let’s not forget why 
we’re doing this …





Questions?
ICL Editor:
Phyllis Harvey MLn

ICL Assistant Editor:
Anne Taylor-Vaisey MLS
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