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The workshop:
What the ACC-RAC program says …

 Audience –
clinicians, educators, researchers

 Databases highlighted –
– Index to Chiropractic Literature (ICL) 
– PubMed

 Skills-
Literature searching
Locating free full text 
Keeping up to date



Introductions and Objectives

 Who we are
 Who you are 

(clinicians? educators? researchers?)
 Why did you decide to attend this 

workshop?
 What do you want to learn from us?



Scenario:
A new dental graduate opens an office across the
street from your clinic. Upon your first meeting,
the dentist seems skeptical about whether
chiropractors and dentists can co-manage
TMJ disorders. You start treating his/her patients. As
a way of building an interprofessional relationship you
would like to publish a case report with the dentist. 
You ask yourself:

Has anyone written about chiropractors and dentists
co-managing TMJ disorders?
What do I need to know about interprofessional
collaboration? 



Exercise: Finding the right search language
Read the scenario on the worksheet

and do the following:

 Identify the searchable questions pertinent to the 
case (e.g. patient population, clinical condition, 
treatment, issue, skill)

 Identify the databases and  Web resources 
appropriate for this case

 List the search words/phrases you think would 
retrieve the best search results



The search process - PubMed

 Start with PubMed’s online subject index 
to identify relevant concepts 
(e.g.TMJ, dentists, chiropractors …)

 PubMed’s subject index is called MeSH 
(Medical Subject Headings)

 Find MeSH on the home page, or as a 
pull-down menu on the search page







PubMed Search History

8 results

Exploded term





Full Record in PubMed







Review of PubMed Highlights 
http://pubmed.gov

 Tools include Single 
Citation Matcher, 
Clinical Queries

 Resources include 
MeSH Database, 
Journals Database, 
LinkOut

 Search features 
include Related 
Articles

 Almost 20 million life 
sciences citations

 Portal to free health 
resources 
(e.g.MedlinePlus)

 Many free articles 
(e.g.PubMed Central)

http://pubmed.gov/


The search process - ICL

 Start with ICL’s online subject index to 
identify relevant terms 
(e.g.TMJ, dentists …)

 ICL’s subject index is ChiroSH 
(Chiropractic Subject Headings)

 Search the Online Subject Index, or 
choose Subject Keyword from the pull-
down menu



Searching by subject in ICL





ICL search history





ICL Record



Find free articles on interprofessional 
collaboration/care – the easy way





Find free articles on developing a  
manuscript for publication – the easy way



Review of ICL Highlights
http://www.chiroindex.org

 Index of peer 
reviewed chiropractic 
journals

 Advanced search 
features (Search 
History, Hold 
Citations, ChiroSH)

 Ability to e-mail, print 
& download citations

 Links to full text 
(some free)

 Portal to chiropractic 
& other health 
resources

 Open Access Library
 Dynamic features 

(Blog, Twitter, Site 
Meter, RSS feeds)

 Help available online 
& through e-mail

http://www.chiroindex.org/
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Search Basics Review (1): Language

 What we mean by “controlled vocabulary”
MeSH in PubMed, ChiroSH in ICL

 What we mean by “text words” or  “natural 
language” or “authors’ words”

 What’s the difference and why does this 
matter?



“text words” or “natural language”
or “authors’ words”



Search Basics Review (2): Tips

 Truncation or wildcard searching
(e.g. injur*, chiropract*)

 The difference between AND and OR
 Phrase searching (“quotation marks”)
 Building a search history
 Using limiters
 Collecting citations

ICL’s Hold Citations; PubMed’s Clipboard



Locating Free Full Text in ICL

 Open Access Library
- Peer reviewed journals
- A selection of free research articles
- Magazines & newspapers (chiropractic)
- Patient handouts

 Links to free full text in many records
 Subject heading: Open Access Document



Locating Free Full Text in PubMed

 Filter your search results: Free Full Text
 Limits>>Text Options>>Links to free full text
 PubMed Central; Author Manuscripts in PMC
 LinkOut – more resources

- check publishers for free access
 E-mail authors and request reprints 



Keeping Up To Date
ICL Features       PubMed Features

 Browse recent issues
 Journal RSS feeds
 eTOCs
 Blog
 Twitter
 Contact Us

 My NCBI – set up 
account, save searches 
& collections

 Automatic e-mail 
updates

 RSS feeds available for 
all searches





MY NCBI* in PubMed: your account

*National Center for 
Biotechnology 
Information



Saving Searches & Alerts in My NCBI



Evaluation & Next Steps

 What will you do differently the next time you 
have to search for information?

 Do you have questions for us?
 We have created a post-conference “classroom” 

for you at 
http://chirolitsearching.wordpress.com

 This will provide opportunities to link to relevant 
resources, ask us questions (and get answers), 
and interact with your peers

http://chirolitsearching.wordpress.com/


Your post-conference classroom:
http://chirolitsearching.wordpress.com

http://chirolitsearching.wordpress.com/


http://chirolitsearching.wordpress.com

ICL links

PubMed links

Questions

http://chirolitsearching.wordpress.com/


Contact Us

 Anne
atvaisey@cmcc.ca; 416-482-2340

 Phyllis
harvey_p@palmer.edu; 563-884-5529

 Alex
alee1@cmcc.ca; 416-482-2340

mailto:atvaisey@cmcc.ca
mailto:harvey_p@palmer.edu
mailto:alee1@cmcc.ca


Scenario (end of workshop)
You just cured a patient’s left chest and arm pain 
with a treatment plan of costovertebral joint 
manipulation. The patient’s physician thought the pain
was of cardiac origin. He/she is impressed with
your skill and would like to write up the case with you. 
You ask yourself:

What clinical areas do I need to research?
Where can I get some practical tips on writing up a 
case report?
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